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INTERNAL SPHERES'
“OF CHINA A MENACE

Gireater Obstacle to Her Prog-
gress Than Foreign Foot-
" holds, Says Kawakami.

DISORGANIZE THE NATION

“Japanese Writer Refers to

Provinces Carved Out by
Military Governors.

By K. K. KAWAKAMTI.
Hyevial Corraspowdent of the Jifi Shimpo,
i Wy Tokio.

Mpdeial Despaten fo Tun New Yoww Hmmaco.
g New York Herald Bureau,
iR fe Washington, D, ., Dée. 11}

" The Chinese proposal, now before the
Mk Eastern committes, that foreign
Edtieres of influence in Ching be abol-
!?@_ﬂ. ought to be accepted. It comes
within the scope of articles 1 and 3 of
tha “Root formula, respecting the terri-
tdrifl and administFative ntegrity of
Cihisia, us well as the principles of theé
open door und edual opportunity.

JIt i% not easy to ascertain the terri-
tariul extent of the spherea of influence
481 up by different Powera In different
adetjons tn Ching. But as generally un-
derstoad by authoritative writers on the
dubjoct, the spneres of Influence in Ching
ofjiy be apportioned among four nations
ai follows:
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B?um the war Germany claimed the
whdls province of Shantung, §5,000
siufire milles, a8 her excluslve sphere of
milfihee. Of course, Germany was not
Wit with Shantung. In the emplre
sehing of the Wilhelmstrasse wore in-
viud@d several provinces adjoining Shan-
g a8 ultimate CGerman preserves.
Wil that énd In view she was maklng
sieqly inroads in the direction of the
Ya
Iluaa«-m Te prepare against this rising
German tide in Chinn was one of the
reaggns fop British solicitude for the al-
I with Japan,

(fironologically speaking, Clermany
wag he first to Inithate the Idea of the
aphewe of Incuence In a formi. treaty
withe China. In the Chino-German agree-
e of 1808 and 1911, It 18 provided
tha®™in the provinee of Shantung the
Uhimess Government and merchants
showld give preference {o Germany in
the smmployment of forelgners or forelgn
cupllil, @8 well @& In the purchase of
l'urm'n muterinls for rallway and other
impertant enterprises.  Ghreat Britain, in
order to secure her position in  the
Y e Valley, entered into an agree-
menf with Germany recognizing Ger-
mamy's spectal position in Shantung and
the derritory north of the Yellow River,
in *@urp of which Germany recognized
Mngland's  speclal  Interests In  the
Yangtae Valley,

s ngresment was soon followed by
a slmilar understanding concluded he-
twedh Russia and England In 16089,
Thig, was enlled the Seott-Muriayief®
agrerment, In thls agreement Russia
proffleed to confine her activities north

of the Creat Wall and {6 recognize
Brigeh  sphere of Influenee “in  the
Yungtse Valley. In the mean time

France obtalned the concession to bulld

tse Villey, the Britleh sphere of in-

a rallway from Indo-China to Yunnan,
the capitnl of the southern province
of the same name, It was the Inten-
tion of France to make Yunnan snd
Kwangsl her sphere of influence,

In these days France was In alliance
with Russia and was not friendly to
Great Britain, It was the avowed in-
tention of St. Petegsburg and FParis to
extond thelr respective spheres of In-
[H towards Central China with
u view eventually to curbing or split-
ting in twain the British sphere in the
Yangtse Valley.

The advent of the International con-
sortium I8 a step toward the abolition
of spheres of Influence. Hy pooling
rallway concesslons held by Powers in
China, the consortium will help to
obliterate the spheres of Interests
That is undoubtedly why Mr., Balfour
gaid the other day that the spheres
of influence were “antiquated.” TUn-
fortunately China has not yet recog-
nized the consortlum for two reasons.
First, her banking group has not yee
been admitted into the consortium.
8 dly, she tends that the con-
sortium deprives her of the freedom
of borrowing money in the open mar-
ket, and thus encroaches upon her soy-
ereign rights,

Japan, i heéer note addrlssed to
China last September, and in the “con-
versatlons” now being held between
the Chiness and her delagation at Wash-
ington, has definitely abollshed the
gphere of Influgnce in Shantung, walv-
ing all the preferential rights estab-
lished by Germany. In Manchuria, too,
Japan has turned over to the interna-
tional consortium two of the most im-
partant of four projectéd raflways for
which she has contracted to finance the
Chinese Government, She eontends that
she has been instrumental In opening
the doora formerly closed by Russia or
Germany. That is why she does not
hesitate to Indorse any plan looking
toward the abolition of spheres of in-
terests,

The Japmnese proposal agalnst the
snkere of influence raises this pertinent
and signifieant question: *“WIill China
undertake to abolish internal or
domestic spheres of influence which are
even more pernletous than the spheres
of Infuence set up by forelgn Powers In
her territory?"

The phrase “internal spheres of in-
fluence™ I8 coined by the writer for lack
of better expression and calls for ex-
planations. By it I mean provinces

nors, generals and factlons as their re-
apective spheres of influence, thus creat-
ing the most deplorable state of palitl-
cal disorgantzation and adminlstrative
demoralization.

The Chinese delegation in pleading for
the abllition of foreign spheres of in-
flucnee argues that they deter China's
commercial and economle progress. But
the Internal spheres constitule a greater
nbstacle to her progress, politicnlly and
economieally. Certainty they are the
most serfous hindrance to forelgn comi-
meree and enterprisea In China, It will
be comparatively easy to abollsh forelgn
gpheres of influence, for the Powers will
be generous enough to lsten to China's
pleadings. But how China hopes to do
away with those harmful internal
spheres Is beyond my comprehension.

LITTLE HOPE FOR MAN
DUE TO DIE TO-NIGHT

Governor to Decide Brazie
Case This Morning.

Special Despateh ta Tun New York Hemarn
New York Hernld Burean, *
Albany, . 14,

Gov. Miller held out little hope to-day
for George Brazie, the sixty-two-year-
old Otsego county man under sentencs
fo die in the electric chair at Sing Sing
to-morrow night for the murder of his
common-law wife, Anna Van Patten.
Brazig'a appeal for a reaplte so that an
appHcation for & mew trinl could be
made waus présented to the (Governor st
8 hearing to-iday by James Byard, a
Cooperstown attornéy, and it was op-
poked by District Attorpey Adrian Pler-
son and hlz counsel, Judge N. T. Willls.

“I will announce my decigion to-mor-
row morning,” Gov., Miller told Byard.
“What you have glven me aboiit newly
discovered evidence s altogethér too
vagne., T am not granting respites so as
io give an epportunity for delay In the
hape that newly discovered evidence
might be found. If that were dane no
execution ever would be carried out In
the name of the law."

Byard asked for a hirty day reaplte
to get afflidavits from persons who had
snld they had iInformation that would
show HBrazie was innocent. Ha could

JAPAN KEEPS MUTSU
UNDER AGREEMENT

—_——————

Continued from Firsi Page.
continue to assert their resdiness to do
business with thelr Chinese colleagues
on an amicable and reasonabls basis,
but they are nevertheless Insisting
with the utmost stubbornness upon
acceptance of their terms for relin-
guishment of their control of the rall-
way properties, which the Chinese
delegates demand shall be returned
without restrictions.

If the Shantung matter can be set-
tled the American and European dele-
gates believe it wil] be possible to pull
the other lpose Chinese ends together
and set about construction of a nine
Power treaty or individual treaties be-
tween China on the one hand and the
remaining eight Powers on the other,
which will provide a workable plan
for the establish t and maintenance
of a stable government in that coun-
try.

The American delegates have In-
formed their conferees from other
countries that any obligation assumed
by the United States will be embraced
in a treaty and submitted to the Sen-
dte for ratification, as has been done
in the four point contract applying to
the Pacifie and the agreement with
Japan as to mandated possessions, in-
cluding the island of Yap.

No decision has been reached as to
whether there will be one general
treaty or separate tréatles In which
all the pledges and obligations to be
assumed by subseribers will be clearly
get forth, Huropean nations are un-
derstood te favor the former plan as
the natural corollury of the four power
contract which has been slgned by
the United States, Great Britain,
France and Japan and sent to the
President for transmission to the
Benate,

American Attitode,

The American delegates are believed
to favor the individual plap, although
they are not insistent upon it if the
treaties are identlcal and accomplisb
the two ambitions In view—the rescue
of China from forelgn interference
and the eetting up of a substantial
government that will check dlsorders
and thereby minimize the possibllity
of war in that region of the world.

As soon as the Bhantung matter
has been settled the specific pledges
implied by the acceptance of the Root
principles, will be taken up. The con-
sideration of most of these has ad-
vanced to a stage which indicates
final decisions if the Chinese delega-
tion does not project additlonal sug-
gestions Into the gituation.

The Pekin delegation contributed a
new source of irrltation to-day, how-
aever, by asking the Far ast commit-
tee to Imelude in its programme a
resolution favering abrogation of the
“twenty-one demands” which Japan
forced on China in 1915, The Chinese
delegntes have assumed that the con-
ferenca would compel Japan to sur-
render the privileges wrasted from
China under the Japancse terms,

Conference sentiment seems to favor
the Chinese positlon in the matter,
It is quite probable, haowever, that the
Japanese delegates will oppose Inter-
ference by the conference on the same
grounds that it urged in regard to
Manchuria, In other words, 4he Japa-
nese position ig that the “twenty-one
point” treaty which Jopan forced
China to accept s "an accomplished
fact,” and does not justify the applica-
tion of retroactive processes,

Siberian Situntion.

The Siberlan situation = beginning
to loom up back of the other Far East-
ern problems, hut is apparently not
viewed with any great concern by
American and European delogates,
who have Ween lad te belleve that
Japan will come forward with gome
gort of a pledge that will be satisfac-
fory to the nations which favor con-
tinuance of her military occupation of

give the Governor 1ittle definite informa-
tlon asbhout these people.

the Viadivostok region. The unofMeial
delegdtions from the Chita and Viadi-
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vostok Governments assert that any
pledegr given by Japan will be worth-
less untll it is accompanied by difinite
fuaranties to the conference itself

European delegates continue to dis-
cuss the advisability of an economie
conference following the cohclusgion
of the present conference, Statements
made by them reflect an almost nran-
imous desire on the part of their Gov-
ernments and mportant banking In-
terests, both at home and in this coun-
try, to have Presldent Harding sug-
Egest convening a conference to con-
sider materinl features of international
offairs. Most of the Ruropean dele-
gates believe the American President
bas already decided on such a move
and that he will announce it hefore ad-
Journment of the Washington confer-
ence,

TOKIO WELCOMES
NAVAL SETTLEMENT

Comment Favorable Also to
Pacific Entente.

Toxio, Dec. 14 (Assoclnted Press).—
Aceceptance of the naval ratio of the
Conference for the Limitation of Arma-
ment wag announced in a bulietin this
morning, ending weeks of speoculation
and argument in the press and confer-
eneea in political elrcles. The announce-
ment caused genernl satisfaction.

Thers had been apparent for some
time a desire on the part of merhbers
of the Cabinet to see an end to the
nagotintions and the completion of an
agreement along the lines originally pro-
posed at Washington, provided alwaya
that Japan's interests were safeguarded.
The spirit animiating the Ministry was
voiced by Viseount Uechida, the Forelgn
Minister, who In the course of & report
to the Cabinet Council yesterday pointed
out, according to the officlal organ of
the Government, “the blind persistency
of claiming a seventy ratio not only ia
inlmicr! to the very spirit of limitation
of r iment but s detrimental to the
evenliil specess of the conference.”

While there continues to be some ad-
verse critfcism in the newspapérs over
the quadruple entente, the disposition
of the people generally, after sober con-
templation of the treaty, appears to be
in favor of its acceptance as evidence
of the good falth of all the purticlpants
in the treaty.

Touching on the question of the Tsinnd
af Yap the NKokemin Shimbun expresses

satisfaction over the settlement of the
guestion, expressing the opinjon that o
settiement should have been rewched
long ago.

Viecount Tiehida In an interview with
the newspaper men to-dny sald with re
gnnd to the quadruple Power treaty :

"It Is regretinble that a pact (the

that
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the case of peace and with in greater
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BALFOUR IN MESSAGE
URGES CHURCHES’ AID

Wants Them to Combat Dis-
position for War.

Cricaco, Dee. 14.—In & messags sent
by Arthur J. Balfour, head of the Britsh
delegution to the armament conference,
to the Federal Councll of the Churchos
of Christ in Ameérica, he declared that
Hmitation of armament In a world de-
termined to fight wotild be & vam under-
taking. The Federal Council opened u
thres day session here to-day.

“It would be wain,” the wmessage
reads, “for statesmen to diminish arma-
ments and contrive treaties of concilla-
tion In a world determined to fight
Even the unforgettable horrors of war
will not prevent nations rushing to
mutual destruetion,

“More s required and that ‘more’
the churches must help to provide, It

in not that T desire to ses the churches
take any corporate share in current
political controversy, The churches have
a higher mivaion for it I8 thelr suprem.
duty to raise the fdeals of the com-
munity and to create the atmosphere in
which these jdenls ecan flourish.”

DANCE To HE»P SCHOOL FUND,

An entertninment and dance to raise
funds for a new gymnasium will be held
AL Horaee Mann School in the grand
ballroom of the Waldorf-Astoria to-mop-
row evening., Justive Richard H. Mitch.
ell of the Supreme Court, newly olected
president of the Fathera' Association of
the school; Gustavus A, Rogers, Harry

Anglo-Jnpanesa treaty) with its glarions
history of twenty years should end
The British people doubtless share this
sentiment, but it = a matter for con-
gratulation that the alliance shoulll he
enlarged into u guadruple entente, with |~
blggor possibilities for contributing 1«

F. Lauchéim and other members of the
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OPEN

EVENINGS

Until Christmas

For the convenience of those who
cannot call at other times.

UPRIGHTS
Fhe AMPICO

‘Reproducing Piano

“A GREAT INSTITUTION—THE HOME OF MUSIC”

{Bnabe S ars

arerooms
at Thirtyninth St.

GRANDS g

assoclation will attend.
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LOANE

d 47th St. New York

THREE HUNDRED SELECTED ANTIQUES
AND CHOICE ODD SPECIMENS OF FINE FURNITURE

HIS Collection is comprised of Tables, Chairs, Sofas, Desks,

Tapestries, Screens, [..amps, Pictures, P_orcelains and Embroideries,
offered at exceptionally low figures for such objects of art (prices ranging
from $25 to $5000). They become most welcome Christmas gifts,
practical in purpose and of enduring chirm.

Collectors and lovers of classical furniture will find this an extraordinary
opportunity —extraordinary in that the articles are unsurpassed in excellence
of character and design at prices uninflated by competitive bidding.

These three hundred ob]'ects of art have been grm_lped ina lnrge gallery,
and the prices clearly marked —thus the uncertainties of condition, qua]ity
and price such as frequently attach to purchases made under less favor-
able conditions, are completely eliminated.

This sale is quite as important as many of the so-called “collectors” sales,
but is offered under the usual commercial conditions permitting of un-
hurried selection and uncompetitive conditions as to price.
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